alinlj USTAZ LESSON 1

lé/"w"‘ STAGE 0 - READING

Stage O - Lesson 1

How Arabic Works

By the end of this lesson you will know the direction of the writing,
recognise three letters, read the three short vowels — and read a
complete ayah from the Qur'an.

ustaz.arabi@gmail.com

USTAZ - Understand the Qur'an you already recite



qi@ USTAZ

STAGE 0 - READING

The first letter

alif
sound: a carrier — the long “aa"

A single upright stroke. No dots. It never joins
to the letter that comes after it.

Ly

final medial initial isolated

USTAZ - Stage O - Lesson 1

LESSON 1 -

LETTER 1 OF 3

| - alif
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LESSON 1- LETTER 2 OF 3
STAGE 0 - READING
The second letter
sound: |

A tall stroke like the alif, but it curves at the
bottom, like a hook.

b L)

final medial initial isolated

USTAZ - Stage O - Lesson 1



aliw] USTAZ LESSON 1 LETTER 3 OF 3

STAGE 0 - READING

The third letter

mim
sound: m

A small closed loop with a tail hanging down.

V_ == - (

final medial initial isolated

USTAZ - Stage O - Lesson 1 e - mim
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b@i USTAZ LESSON 1 - YOUR FIRST AYAH
STAGE O - READING

The same three letters — right to left

}\

Sdrat al-Bagarah — the opening ayah.
You have just read the first ayah of the longest sdrah in the Qur'an.

USTAZ - Stage O - Lesson 1 ol



Al USTAZ LESSON 1

STAGE 0 - READING

- THE THREE VOWELS

The whole vowel system — three marks

2 ~
(- - -

L 4 L 4 L 4
/”
dammah kasrah fathah
loop above - the sound slash below — the sound slash above - the sound
llu" Hi" lla"

What is written is what is said — no silent letters.

USTAZ - Stage O - Lesson 1



qi@ USTAZ

STAGE 0 - READING

“did not"

Task: write o J | twenty times each, by hand, on paper.

Now read — right to left

7

"wealth"

\

“What"

<

W

“Allah” — the Name you are here for

v

LESSON 1 - READ IT

Assalamu ‘alaykum wa rahmatullah



Ji@i USTAZ
L/"\’” STAGE 0 - READING CERRaE S

Stage O - Lesson 2

The Tooth Family

Read five letters that share one skeleton and are told apart only by their
dots.

USTAZ - Understand the Qur'an you already recite ustaz.arabi@gmail.com
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STAGE 0 - READING

Letter 1of 5

ba

b — one dot below

LESSON 2 - LETTER 1 OF §
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STAGE 0 - READING

Letter 2 of 5

o4

ta

t — two dots above

LESSON 2 - LETTER 2 OF 5



Al USTAZ LESSON 2 - LETTER 3 OF 5

STAGE 0 - READING

Letter 3 of 5

:' tha

th as in “think” — three dots above

; g "
'

- Ly
-
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STAGE 0 - READING

Letter 4 of 5

. 4 nun

n — one dot above, on a deeper bowl

u__;.sd

final medial initia isolated

P
=
N

USTAZ - Stage 0

LESSON 2 - LETTER 4 OF 5



LL&”—! USTAZ

STAGE 0 - READING

Letter 5 of 5

ya

y, or a long “ee” — two dots below

s = = S

»

final medial initial isolated

P
=
N

USTAZ - Stage 0

LESSON 2 - LETTER 5 OF 5
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EL“”' USTAZ LESSON 2 - BEFORE NEXT TIME

STAGE 0 - READING

Your task before the next lesson

Write s 0 & o o five times each, by hand, on paper.

hETy e p3Ll

USTAZ - Stage O - Lesson 2



&/m_! USTAZ LESSON 3

STAGE 0 - READING

Stage O - Lesson 3

The Letters That Refuse to
Join

Learn the single most important shape rule in Arabic — the letters that
never join to what comes after — plus eight new letters.

USTAZ - Understand the Qur'an you already recite ustaz.arabi@gmail.com



aliw] USTAZ LESSON 3 - LETTER 1 OF 8

STAGE 0 - READING
Letter 10of 8

dal

d — never joins to the letter after it

S WS U T

fina medial initial isolated

=
=
o

USTAZ - Stage 0
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STAGE 0 - READING

Letter 2 of 8

® dhal

th as in “this” — never joins forward

L 4 L 4 ' 'y
fina medial initial solated

LESSON 3 - LETTER 2 OF 8



Al USTAZ LESSON 3 - LETTER 3 OF 8

STAGE 0 - READING

Letter 3 of 8

-9
ra

r, lightly rolled — never joins forward

SRS L B

final medial initial isolated

USTAZ - Stage O - Lesson 3 , - ra’



aliw] USTAZ LESSON 3 - LETTER 4 OF 8

STAGE 0 - READING

Letter 4 of 8

9 zay

z — never joins forward

L 4 L 4
L 4 L 4
final medial initial isolated
USTAZ - Stage O - Lessor 73\



aliw] USTAZ LESSON 3 - LETTER 5 OF 8

STAGE 0 - READING

Letter 5 of 8

waw

w, or a long “00" — never joins forward

F||xF | J

final medial initial isolated

P
=

USTAZ - Stage 0

s - Waw



Al USTAZ LESSON 3 - LETTER 6 OF 8

STAGE 0 - READING

Letter 6 of 8

jim

j — one dot inside the bowl

USTAZ - Stage O - Lesson 3 ~ - jim
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STAGE 0 - READING

Letter 7 of 8

ha

a deep h from the throat — no dot

LESSON 3 - LETTER 7 OF 8



Al USTAZ LESSON 3 - LETTER 8 OF 8

STAGE 0 - READING

Letter 8 of 8

kha’

kh — one dot above

4

USTAZ - Stage O - Lesson 3



LIy =15
EL“”' USTAZ LESSON 3 - BEFORE NEXT TIME

STAGE 0 - READING

Your task before the next lesson

Copy each non-joining letter (s j , 5 ») and notice the gap after it.

hETy e p3Ll

USTAZ - Stage O - Lesson 3



Ji@i USTAZ
lé/"w"‘ STAGE 0 - READING CEREElS

Stage O - Lesson 4

Teeth and Loops

Meet the heavy letters — your first real threshold in tajwid, where a
light and a heavy sound change the meaning.

USTAZ - Understand the Qur'an you already recite ustaz.arabi@gmail.com



LL&”—! USTAZ

STAGE 0 - READING

Letter 1of 4

Sin

s — three teeth, no dots

uﬂ--b&-«ﬂuu

rinal medial initial Isolatec

LESSON 4 - LETTER 1 OF 4



Al USTAZ LESSON 4 - LETTER 2 OF 4

STAGE 0 - READING

Letter 2 of 4

:0 shin

sh — three dots above

& & &
u"& = -t

1edia initial

Q,.

USTAZ - Stage O - Lesson 4 » - shin



Al USTAZ .
] LESSON 4 - LETTER 3 OF 4

STAGE 0 - READING

Letter 3 of 4

sad

a heavy s

I S

USTAZ - Stage



Al USTAZ LESSON 4 - LETTER 4 OF 4

STAGE 0 - READING

Letter 4 of 4

e dad

a heavy d — the letter Arabic is named for

final media nitial

USTAZ - Stage O - Lesson 4 o> - dad
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EL“”' USTAZ LESSON 4 - BEFORE NEXT TIME

STAGE 0 - READING

Your task before the next lesson

Say each pair aloud: o / 4w, then o [ > — feel the weight change.

hETy e p3Ll

USTAZ - Stage O - Lesson 4
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L/"\’” STAGE 0 - READING CESSEE

Stage O - Lesson 5

Sounds From the Throat

Pronounce the four letters that are hardest for an English speaker —
two of which are in the very first strah you will read.

USTAZ - Understand the Qur'an you already recite ustaz.arabi@gmail.com



Al USTAZ LESSON 5 - LETTER 1 OF 4

STAGE 0 - READING

Letter 1of 4

ta

a heavy t

L L L b

final nedial initial isolated

USTAZ - Stage 0 - Lesson 5
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STAGE 0 - READING

Letter 2 of 4

¢ 7

a heavy dh

L L

USTAZ - Stage 0 - Lesson 5

nitial

LESSON 5 - LETTER 2 OF 4



aliw] USTAZ LESSON 5 - LETTER 3 OF 4

STAGE 0 - READING

Letter 3 of 4

<

ayn
from the middle of the throat — no English
equivalent

EIIE I

final medial initial isolated

P
=
)

USTAZ - Stage 0
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STAGE 0 - READING

Letter 4 of 4

¢ ghayn

a gargle — like the French r

'C_L_b

USTAZ - Stage

L 4

C

LESSON 5 - LETTER 4 OF 4
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EL“”' USTAZ LESSON 5 - BEFORE NEXT TIME

STAGE 0 - READING

Your task before the next lesson

Practise ¢ and ¢ slowly and patiently — a few minutes, out loud.

hETy e p3Ll

USTAZ - Stage O - Lesson 5
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lé/"w"‘ STAGE 0 - READING EEaSE g

Stage O - Lesson 6

The Last Four

Finish the whole alphabet — all twenty-eight letters, in six lessons.

USTAZ - Understand the Qur'an you already recite ustaz.arabi@gmail.com
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STAGE 0 - READING

Letter 1of 4

4

fa

f — one dot above

g,'O_..é_

fina medial

L 4

0

initial

-

LESSON 6 - LETTER 1 OF 4
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STAGE 0 - READING

Letter 2 of 4

o4

qaf

g — from the deep throat, two dots above

G = 8 5

final medial nitial Isolated

LESSON 6 - LETTER 2 OF 4
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] LESSON 6 - LETTER 3 OF 4

STAGE 0 - READING

Letter 3 of 4

USTAZ - Stage
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STAGE 0 - READING

Letter 4 of 4

ha'

a light h, like “hat”

e 4 A

medial initial

LESSON 6 - LETTER 4 OF 4
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EL“”' USTAZ LESSON 6 - BEFORE NEXT TIME

STAGE 0 - READING

Your task before the next lesson

Write out all 28 letters once, from memory if you can.

hETy e p3Ll

USTAZ - Stage O - Lesson 6



&/m_! USTAZ LESSON 7

STAGE 0 - READING

Stage O - Lesson 7

The Marks That Make It Read

Learn the four marks that control timing, and the ta' marbutah — after
this you can read any fully-marked word.

USTAZ - Understand the Qur'an you already recite ustaz.arabi@gmail.com
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Al USTAZ LESSON 7 - THE MARKS
Y STAGE 0 - READING

—

@
sukun

no vowel — the letter is closed

USTAZ - Stage O - Lesson 7 sukiln



aliw] USTAZ LESSON 7 - THE MARKS

STAGE 0 - READING

-

e
shaddah

a doubled letter — held for the count of two



Eh‘r"“I USTAZ LESSON 7 - THE MARKS

AAAAAAAAAAAAA

L 4 4 4

tanwin

-an / -in / -un at the very end of a word



A USTAZ !
Al LESSON 7 - THE MARKS

AAAAAAAAAAAAA

the long vowels (madd)

held for two counts: aa - ee - 00



i@ USTAZ LESSON 7 - THE MARKS
v STAGE 0 - READING

o4

o

ta’ marbutah

a “t" when you continue, an “h" when you stop
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EL“”' USTAZ LESSON 7 - BEFORE NEXT TIME

STAGE 0 - READING

Your task before the next lesson

Point at any marked word in the mushaf and read it slowly, mark by
mark.

0 Ly s e p3Ll

USTAZ - Stage O - Lesson 7
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L/"\’” STAGE 0 - READING EEasEna

Stage O - Lesson 8

You Can Read al-Fatihah

Two weeks ago it was a wall of shapes. Now you read the whole surah
from the mushaf — no transliteration anywhere.

USTAZ - Understand the Qur'an you already recite ustaz.arabi@gmail.com



Eﬁ%éul USTAZ LESSON 8 - AL-FATIHAH
STAGE 0 - READING

€\
g1
<
Q
-

USTAZ - Stage O - Lesson 8 al-Fatihah



Eﬁ%éul USTAZ LESSON 8 - AL-FATIHAH
STAGE 0 - READING

Ayah 2
s s 0 w _ 2o

) )y A e

USTAZ - Stage O - Lesson 8 al-Fatihah
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E;L}%%H' USTAZ LESSON 8 - AL-FATIHAH
STAGE 0 - READING

USTAZ - Stage O - Lesson 8 al-Fatihah
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E;L}%%H' USTAZ LESSON 8 - AL-FATIHAH
STAGE 0 - READING

Ayah 4

S8

\
\
\
\
\

USTAZ - Stage O - Lesson 8 al-Fatihah



Al USTAZ LESSON 8 - AL-FATIHAH

STAGE 0 - READING

S cos oW s Slor o W

" ﬂ .ij

Cprs! \-ilj-’w \-3‘5
~

USTAZ - Stage 0 - Lesson 8 al-Fatihah



Al USTAZ LESSON 8 - AL-FATIHAH

STAGE 0 - READING

Ayah 6
s s 0 2o S W

| Jﬁ‘faj\ \.,.w

USTAZ - Stage O - Lesson 8 al-Fatihah



aliwj USTAZ LESSON 8 - AL-FATIHAH

STAGE 0 - READING

o/ / of;; T s s
/ w W o’ > o/o

u\ju\ Yj » uﬁaal\

7
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EL“”' USTAZ LESSON 8 - BEFORE NEXT TIME

STAGE 0 - READING

Your task before the next lesson

Read al-Fatihah once a day from the mushaf. You have earned it.

hETy e p3Ll

USTAZ - Stage O - Lesson 8



USTAZ STAGE 0 - READING MASTER PRACTICE SHEET - ALL 28 LETTERS

+ The Complete Arabic Alphabet Reference Keep this slide in front of you while reciting to recognize shapes and connection rules.
1 FOUNDATION 2 - TOOTH FAMILY 3A - NON-JOINERS 3B&4-HOOKS &S 4 &5 - HEAVY PAIRS 5 & 6 - FINAL
LETTERS
alif ba' dal jim sad
|- L | - g KNS d NN, G —_— & ghayn &
lam ta' - dhal . ha' dad .
L R = ik < o C o s <= fa' A
44 -
mim tha' & ra' kha' - ta'
- e ii (] . D) A A C Lk b qaf .
TS S
nin . zay . sin za' pd
S u 5> J PR w Ll b Is(afL d
ya' waw shin & 'ayn
RS CRRY O e <2 & ha'
‘..5 3 L e -
Forms: ‘dl
) e Ve 4 .3 Q- ‘| . .
6 Non )Y Never connect Short vs Long: 3: ) G- :a [y} Hold Madd 2 counts Marks:
Joiners: 3 forward! e s T TR

USTAZ - Stage 0 Complete Reading Master Reference Understand the Qur'an you already recite ustaz.arabi@gmail.com



USTAZ STAGE 0 - READING PRACTICE

+ Practice Drill 1: Accurate Pronunciation from the Holy Quran

QURANIC WORD DRILLS - 3-LETTER PATTERNS

( Method: Read each word fluently as one unit. If needed, sound out the letters individually: (35 =>3-z-35).

Read directly letter-by-letter without transliteration, keeping the vowels crisp.

Fat-hah (a) & Kasrah (i) Drills

g s
P s 7 . P - -
B =Y Rt BVETEN ( |' .
L 4 5 5 ﬁ
| g e-W-¥1]| [EEREREA] 08l 17 ool
- . 7 P /. /. - -7 .
~ v
¥ ol Ve 18,840 PV sdoliall €A 5le
7 P 7 /. P /. 7 P
A [ Ao &s
OV : Ciwgy N gl 156 8,41 Y00 15,44

USTAZ - Stage 0 Quranic Reading Exercises

Notice the difference between light and heavy sounds as you recite

ustaz.arabi@gmail.com



USTAZ STAGE 0 - FLUENCY BUILDING CONNECTED SENTENCE DRILLS - FULL MEANING

+ Practice Drill 2: Joining Words & Flowing Reading Connect words smoothly without pausing between letters. You are now reading real Quranic phrases!
( Goal: Read each two-word pair in one breath, feeling the meaning directly. Quranic Pairs & Context

s 7 o

s 7 e P
- . 8~ - “ ” - .
a6
"He prostrated, then gave thanks" szs m "He promised, and was truthful" ém ’:3
L

7 7 7 s s 7 R /. /“ }.
"He worshipped, and praised" m5 BT o "He was created, so he worshipped" ERE I+ QSJA
P ~ b -

7 ' s 7
- :~/ - .’ e n” 7 -
"He was content, and gave thanks" szj M "He was patient, and forgave" Jssj J_\.La
. 7 ~

USTAZ - Stage 0 Quranic Reading Exercises End of Stage 0 Foundations - Ready for Surat al-Fatihah ustaz.arabi@gmail.com



